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PERIOD BANNERS TO LEAD
RARE CHRISTMAS PAGEANT

FOR HELGA – ONE LAST
CHRISTMAS PAGEANT

Historic banners that feature renaissance Coats
of Arms from France, Germany and Spain, will
be a feature of Guild Christmas Pageants to be
staged at Warragul on December 4 and
Brighton on December 11.

For the first time since the turn of the century,
Helga Hill will not be researching, writing the
text or planning the music for a Christmas
Pageant next year.

The banners have been made by Dominique
Murphy, who is a member of the Rippon Lea
Renaissance Dancers. They will reflect the title of
the Pageant – “All the Nations Rejoice”.
The Pageant will highlight the wide range of arts
fostered by the Guild.
Music will include compositions by Du Caurroy,
Bach, Gabrieli, Byrd, Verdelot, Hassler, Rossi and
Victoria alternating with traditional carols and folk
songs. Dances will range from Playford‟s
“Shepherds‟ Holiday” to Caroso‟s beautiful
“Chiara Stella” (Clear Star) – both so apt for the
Nativity.
Dancers Yoko Murakoshi and Saskia Wells will
change into elaborate baroque court dress to
present the complex choreographies of Isaak and
Labbé - including the latter‟s “Passacaille” (to
music by Lully) which is seen as a landmark work
in the history of dance.
And Erika Tandiono – just back from Europe –
will add the magic of Gesture to such items as the
Basque carol “Gabriel‟s Message”.
The first Pageant will be staged at Wesley of
Warragul, 62 Victoria St., on December 4; the
second in Brighton Town Hall on December 11.
Both programs commence at 2.15 pm.
Adult admission at both venues is $20, with under-18s free at Brighton. Students will be $10, and
families $40 at Warragul. Bookings are
recommended by „phoning 9699 8417 or email
marcusjhill@bigpond.com

The first Pageant, back in 2000, was little more than
a simple concert of music and dance with some
carols. But, over the years, the presentation has
changed as it reached deeper into the customs of
other nations and the Christmas myths and fables of
long ago.
This gradual evolution has been a fascinating
journey for artists and audiences alike.
New themes emerged each year and narrations were
increasingly touched by a spirit befitting the season,
so that many followers declared „My Christmas
starts with the Pageant‟!
Today, the Pageant is the nation‟s only Nativity
celebration to feature early music and instruments,
baroque and renaissance dancing, period costumes
and the Art of Gesture. And there is not much else
abroad to match it.
So, what is to happen next year? With the research,
performance notes and music for past Pageants filed
away, it has been decided by the Guild to use this
treasury to re-stage earlier Pageants under the title of
the „Bayside Nativity Cycle‟.
For Helga Hill, this change will relieve her of the
annual three months of research and planning that
precede each Pageant.
It is time for a rest, although Helga has always found
Christmas research extremely rewarding.
“I have learned a great deal and had the joy and
privilege of sharing my discoveries with other
people”, she said. “For our team and for myself, the
annual Pageant has always heralded Christmas”.
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RENAISSANCE WARRAGUL
PROJECT UNDER THREAT
On current planning, after five very successful
years, the Renaissance Warragul Project will
come to an end after the Christmas Pageant
there on December 4. The primary reason is
that the Guild cannot sustain the workload.
The decision has sparked off an urgent quest to set
up a local committee to take over.
It has also led to a flood of emails from many
members of the enthusiastic following that has
built up over the years. There is no doubt that the
series has done a great deal to promote the early
arts in Gippsland.
As one writer explained – „I only went to the first
concert to accompany my partner, but now I am a
devotee of this era of music‟.
Audience members often travelled long distances
to get to Renaissance Warragul programs – from
Foster, Bairnsdale and beyond.
Many bemoan the absence of quality arts in the
region. “These concerts have been like a light in
my life”, said one patron.
The Early Arts Guild regrets this situation. Apart
from losing valuable performance opportunities for
musicians, there is the point that Wesley of
Warragul is one of the best venues for early music
in the nation.
Hopefully, with the help of Baw Baw Shire and our
supporters, the project may yet be saved.

BOOK ON THE MOVE
The Guild publication “A TOWN AT WAR,
Sale in Gippsland, 1939-45” has reached as far
as England, Germany, the US and New Zealand.
It has also gone to most Australian states and to
many schools.
It will be available at the Christmas Pageants and,
in protective packages, can be mailed by the Guild
to any address in Australia for $20. Proceeds will
help keep the Guild performers on the road for
another year. Information 9699 8417.
A number of background stories about poems in
the book are available on the ABC website ABC OPEN Marcus Hill

LIFE AFTER BALLET?
Former ballet students who would like to make a
return to the stage are encouraged to try the
Rippon Lea Dancers whose repertoire extends
from the Renaissance to the Baroque.
Renaissance dance ranges from simple countrystyles to complex court dances from Italy around
1600. Baroque dances are more elaborate and well
on the way to ballet as we know it. In short, there is
something for everyone in early dance.
Classes are held in East Kew on Wednesday
evenings. Places will be available for newcomers
when they recommence in February. (9699 8417).

IT‟S THAT TIME AGAIN….
Christmas is here and it is time to reflect on
another successful year that has also had its
moments of disappointment.
In particular, we lament the loss of that very fine
actress, Lillian Lewis, and of a number of our longterm supporters who have „gone home‟ – as Father
Bob Maguire puts it so well.
But there were offsets to these setbacks. The
celebration of four decades of Renaissance Dance in
Australia back in August was one of them and two
„house full‟ audiences at the Art Gallery of Ballarat
also helped.
Brilliant artists, like lutenist Andrew Byrne and
gamba exponents Miriam Morris, Laura Vaughan
and John Weretka enlivened the year, as did the
choir of St Michael‟s Grammar School, vocalist
Erika Tandiono and noted actor Bruce Kerr.
But underpinning all of this was the week-by-week
work of our own Early Music Consort and the
Rippon Lea Dancers. The devotion of this team is
something to be treasured.
And, at the end - as always - we express thanks to
Bayside City Council for the support of our work
and that of a wide variety of other artists.
Yes, Christmas is a time for reflection – reflection
over the fact that we are all very fortunate to be able
to perform and enjoy the pastimes of long ago.
Melbourne remains one of the world‟s great centres
for the early arts.
MJH & HMH
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